The editor writes "This handbook has been prepared … to clearly explain and illustrate the entire spectrum of anesthesia equipment." Unfortunately, it does not fulfil its aims very well.
Although it is lavish with illustrations (there are over 300), the majority are taken from other publications such as manufacturers' literature and often fit poorly with the text. In addition, this wholesale lifting of figures gives a multiplicity of styles, even to the point of retaining spelling errors (Figure 11, . The variety of authors probably accounts for the unusual decision to restart figure numbering from 1 in each chapter. The text has not been been co-ordinated with the figures, and the reader is often flipping back and forth when reading to refer to a figure.
The book is written for the U.S.A. anaesthesia market and so some chapters such as pipelines and cylinders are inappropriate for anaesthetists in Australia and New Zealand. For example, the pipeline pressure is given as 55 psi, which is common for the U.S.A. but not for Australia and New Zealand (400 kPa or 60 psi). The same is true for the electrical supply.
Much of the text does not cover the depth of knowledge expected for Australia and New Zealand, e.g. Raman scattering is mentioned as a method of monitoring with not even the basic principles and details. Paramagnetism for oxygen measurement is given 20 lines and the Hummel cell is not mentioned.
There are many statements which can be misinterpreted or confusing. One example is in the discussion of the oxygen flush (p. 55): reference is made to Figure 11 and a washer as a fixed orifice to limit flow. However, no washer is illustrated in the figure nor mentioned in the legend.
The book also includes some unusual chapters on thromboelastography and evoked potential monitoring. Unfortunately neither of these is particularly well done and are not likely to help the novice clinician.
Although the aim of this book is excellent, it fails to hit its target and is unlikely to be helpful to anaesthetists in Australia or New Zealand. The good information in its useful chapters is probably better obtained from the specific texts. Because of its multi-authored background it has the shortcomings of uneven quality compared with a formal textbook on the subject, but it also has the considerable advantage of brief and focused chapters. This means that it is ideal for a rapid review of specific aspects of neuroanesthesia.
Its North American authors reflect their drug and equipment preferences, some of which are not available in Australia, but the basic physiology and pharmacology topics are clearly covered, with recent advances included.
Some topics are dealt with in a cursory fashion as if the author was pressed for time in their presentation. I was particularly disappointed in the brevity of the presentation on Neuroplasticity of the nervous system; an important developing area in the understanding of brain function, its recovery after insult and its contribution to the awareness of pain.
Each chapter is well referenced. The lack of an index is not really a problem, as the titles of each chapter direct the reader to the area of their enquiry.
Although most of the information is available in a less up-to-date form in the standard text books, I think this volume is ideal for an anaesthetic department having exam candidates who need a concise and reliable review of this small esoteric area of anaesthetic practice.
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